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over the Dauphin Charles, crossed the Loire, and began his
memorable siege of Orleans, the key to the south of France.

The years 1418 to 1428 were years of still further develop-
ments in that outburst of new life in the world of Art taking
place in Florence.

In the year 1418 the cathedral, begun by Arnolfo di
Cambio a hundred and twenty years before, and which when
finished would be the largest then existing, was approaching
completion. But it still wanted its dome, and all concerned
were in despair as to how a dome was ever to be thrown over
so vast a space. At length Brunelleschi, who was then build-
ing the Foundling Hospital, came forward and offered to do
it, but would not say how. There was great opposition to
giving the task to him, and the reason is important as show-
ing the conditions from which Art had gradually to emancipate
itself.

Every citizen of Florence who aspired either to have any
political rights, or to take any part in the important public
works from time to time being executed, had to belong to
one or other of the twenty-one guilds. The seven major guilds
were (i) wool merchants, (2) dyers of foreign cloth, (3)
silk merchants, (4) furriers, (5) bankers, (6) judges and
lawyers, and (7) doctors and apothecaries. There was no
special guild for the workers in art; the painters had to
belong to the guild of apothecaries; 2fl the architects and
sculptors either to the guild of the wool merchants, or to
that of the silk merchants. The fourteen minor guilds were
simply those of the various trades, and had lesser privileges 2tt

Up to the time when Brunelleschi made the above refusal
to announce his plans, every great public work such as this
was done collectively, under the auspices of some particular
guild, and anything like independent working in such mat-
ters was unprecedented. And the whole work of erecting the
cathedral was carried out by a Board of Works acting under
the orders of the guild of the wool merchants, Brunelleschi,